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WAUKESHA — Three
schools in Waukesha County
made Newsweek magazine’s
list of the nation’s top 500
high schools.

The annual rankings are
intended to determine which
schools are best at preparing
students for college.

New Berlin West Mid-
dle/High School ranked No.
264 among schools national-
ly. Pewaukee High School
came in at No. 397 and KM
Global, a charter school in
the Kettle Moraine School
District, was No. 496.

School rankings took into
account students’ composite
AP/IB scores, SAT/ACT
scores, and AP/IB/dual
enrollment participation.

New Berlin West has a 100
percent graduation rate,
with 85.6 percent of students
college-bound and an aver-
age ACT score of 24, accord-
ing to the report. The school
has a poverty rate of 17.7 per-
cent.

Pewaukee High School has
a 98 percent graduation rate,
with 93.4 percent of students
college-bound and an aver-
age ACT score of 24.4 per-
cent. The student poverty
rate is 12.6 percent.

Pewaukee High Principal
Martin Van Hulle said the
ranking “affirms the good
work” happening at the
school.

“It taking what we know,
which is that we have a real-

ly strong high school with
high-performing kids, a sup-
portive community and
great staff,” he said. “It’s a
nice honor.”

Van Hulle noted the limita-
tions of a report that mea-
sures schools strictly on aca-
demics, however.

“It speaks to the academic
piece, but it doesn’t take into
account the citizenship
piece,” he said.

KM Global has a 100 per-
cent graduation rate, with
87.5 percent college-bound
and an average ACT score of
23.7. The poverty rate is 11.1
percent. In 2014-15 school
year, the charter school had
60 students.

Kettle Moraine School Dis-
trict Superintendent Pat
Deklotz said KM Global’s stu-
dents and staff members are
deserving of the honor. 

“We are very pleased that
KM Global is being recog-
nized at the national level,”
Deklotz said. “Focusing on
leadership and student inter-

ests through a personalized
learning design, KM Global
is frequently visited by edu-
cational leaders from across
America. The school serves
as a model for inspiring flex-
ible, critical thinkers who
make an impact on their
local, national, and global
communities.” 

Fourteen schools in Wis-
consin made this year’s list. 

In a ranking conducted by
U.S. News & World Report
earlier this year, New Berlin
Eisenhower Middle/High
School ranked first among
all Wisconsin high schools
and at No. 291 among schools
nationally.

Arrowhead High School,
Brookfield East and Central
High Schools, Hamilton High
School also placed on the list.
In that report, schools were
measured on teacher-to-stu-
dent ratios, college prepara-
tion, and math and reading
performance.
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By Karen Pilarski
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA—The famous
Tears for Fears tune “Every-
body Wants to Rule The
World” starts off with “Wel-
come to your life.” For
Charles “Chuck” Grosz, his
new “life” is to be the new
executive director of the Wis-
consin Philharmonic, 234
West Main Street. He wants
the organization to rule. 

A classic tale
His own musical history

began as an organist in
church during his childhood.
While new to Waukesha, he
grew up in West Allis. He
attended Nathan Hale High
School. A tall and slender fel-
low, he stuck out amongst the
pack in high school. Due to
his height, his band teacher
asked him to play the bass. In
college he attended the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee and majored in
music. 

His musical influences
include The Beatles, Rolling
Stones and classical music.
The broad range has helped
him perform in various
stages and ethnic backdrops.

Grosz spent time studying
in Europe and traveling the
world. He eventually came
back to the United States, as
he puts it, “When I was tired
of being a foreigner.” He has
performed for the Green Bay
Symphony Orchestra, Sky-
light Theatre and the Mil-
waukee Ballet. He was also
was a writer for the Shep-
herd Express in Milwaukee.
In his new role he is able to
combine several variations
of art both in written and
musical platforms. 

A myth he hopes to
expunge is the notion that

classical musicians are
pompous, that they eat bon-
bons with one pinky extend-
ed, while curling their lips at
people. He wants people to
know classical musicians are
kind and generous. 

He cites an example of
such non-elitism from his
college days. He said,
“When I was working as an
usher in college, I worked a
show for cellist Mstislav Ros-
tropovich. The great musi-
cian graciously wined and
dined our group of students
and ushers.” Rostropovich
asked him on a whim to join
him for dinner. He men-
tioned it was his friend’s
birthday and Rostropovich
invited Grosz’s friends to
join them as well.

Shoes and seats to fill 
Grosz has been on the job

for a mere four weeks. As
new executive director, he
wants to make the Wisconsin
Philharmonic imprinted in
the brains of Waukesha resi-
dents. He said, “This is an
organization that is high
quality and we want to revi-
talize downtown Waukesha.” 

Grosz believes the arts
need be kept in the forefront
of people’s minds. His hope
during his tenure is that
dream will be realized. He
also strives to bring more
diversity to the landscape. 

The Wisconsin Philhar-
monic offers six concerts per
season. Grosz is thrilled
about the first concert on
Oct. 4th, “Home to the New
World: A Spirited Journey”.
It includes Native American
influences and performers. 

He said, “It is unique for
Waukesha. The dancers,
singers and storytellers are
interspersed throughout the

work.” The concert includes
singer Laura Snyder and
Oneida Nation storyteller
Carol Smart. 

He also highlighted the
Christmas show that has a
salute to “Star Wars” on
December 8th, which fea-
tures Arrowhead High
School’s concert choir. The
sci-fi nostalgia may strike a
chord with kids of the 80s
but certainly has a musical
connection to the youth of
today, Grosz believes.

Of his colleagues, Grosz
says they couldn’t be nicer or
more helpful. He had to
acclimate to the new role
quickly. He said it has been
strange to be on the other
side of the stage but he is
enjoying it immensely. 

One thing he takes to heart
is a piece of advice from Ros-
tropovich, “To be a true
musician, one must be a car-
ing person for music to
speak.” Those are his words
to live by.
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Sharing the joy of music
Grosz is new executive director 

of Wisconsin Philharmonic

Confirm their 
credentials, says

police chief
By Karen Pilarski

Freeman Staff

MUKWONAGO — It feels
like springtime again with
all the storms that have
passed through the area. But
besides hail and lightning,
door to door solicitation has
sprung up as well. 

Mukwonago Police Chief
Thomas Czarnecki said,
“There has been a flood of
contractors wanting to
inspect, give quotes, and
repair damage.” He noted
there has been such damage
due to hail hitting roofs,
house sidings, car windows
and windshields. While
there are no reports of fraud
there have been reports of
aggressive sale tactics, he
said.

Some tactics include
promising that insurance
will cover the entire cost of
replacing the damaged part,
even though insurance may
only cover a portion. Czar-

necki said, “If it sounds too
good to be true, than it is.” 

Czarnecki is concerned
that six to 12 months from
now, the Police Department
might get reports of theft by
contractors. He has already
observed contractor signs on
private properties. He urges
Mukwonago and other vil-
lages and cities to under-
stand their respective door
to door solicitation policies. 

Mukwonago’s ordinance
regarding door to door solic-
itation states that people or
organizations must have a
permit and be registered to
conduct door to door sales. 

Part of the registration
process involves a back-
ground check of the person
and business they are repre-
senting. The person must
have the permit in his or her
possession. Residents are
encouraged to ask to see the
permit. 

If no permit is shown, the
police should be contacted. 

Czarnecki also stresses
that residents should help
look out for neighboring
senior citizens, because
there are people who might
take advantage of them. He
said, “Take an interest and

report suspicious activity.”
He used an example of a con-
tractor approaching a resi-
dent claiming she made the
appointment with him. If
she is confused, she may
think she is the one who was
mistaken.

Czarnecki encourages
homeowners to check with
their insurance agents about
contractors and what kinds
of damage the insurance
covers. 

People can look up compa-
nies by checking through the
Better Business Bureau at
www.bbb.org and court
records can be checked at
Wisconsin Circuit Court
Access at www.wicourts.gov. 

Czarnecki urges residents
who are considering busi-
ness with a door to door
solicitor to check their cre-
dentials before agreeing on
work. Make sure you get
everything in writing to pro-
tect yourself and this will
help determine if it is a
criminal or civil matter. 

If residents have questions
or concerns they should con-
tact the Mukwonago Police
Department at 262-363-6435.
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Groundbreaking on the new spaces at St. Anthony on the Lake Catholic Church.The fundrais-
ing efforts were called “Give from the Heart.”

By Karen Pilarski
Freeman Staff

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
The parishioners at St.
Anthony on the Lake
Catholic Church, W280-
N2101 Prospect Ave., have
been busy planning, prepar-
ing and praying. After three
years, they will be celebrat-
ing the dedication of the new
and renovated spaces in the
church on Aug. 29th.

The Rev. Tony Zimmer, St.
Anthony’s pastor, said, “St.
Anthony on the Lake Parish
is a dynamic, vibrant and
growing faith community.
We believe in lifelong forma-
tion. The parish’s mission is
to lift the gospel of Jesus
Christ, commit to worship
and lifelong formation and
serve others in need.”

The church has over 6,000
members and serves 1,700
families from Oconomowoc
to Brookfield. There is also a
school from kindergarten to
8th grade. To fit the growing
needs of the church, they
needed to expand. 

“Give from the Heart” was
the name of the fundraising
effort that helped the church
procure $ 2.9 million in dona-

tions. Zimmer said, “It was
an organized effort. We hired
a fundraising company and
through individuals, testi-
monials, listening sessions,
mass mailings and a pledge
commitment weekend, we
were able to secure the
money.” He said the whole
process was like an orga-
nized well-oiled machine. 

A new parish activity cen-
ter was built, which serves
like a gymnasium. The point
of the Parish Activity Center
is to promote health and
physical activity. A New
Parish Life Center was also
built. It is a multipurpose
facility that will house large
gatherings of people for for-
mation, education and com-
munity building activities.
Also of note is the new St.
Anthony hall which is a
gathering space.

The school will also wel-
come a new K-4 and K-5
room, a science and art
room, a new media center,
and renovated classrooms
and office spaces. 

Immediately after Mass on
Aug. 29th there will be a cele-
bration. Bishop Richard
Sklba will be coming to the 5
p.m. Mass. Zimmer said, “He

will bless and dedicate the
new facility and give thanks
to God.” 

The Mass will be celebrated
by many priests and will have
a procession to various sites
on the grounds. The church
members will lay a corner-
stone and put in a time cap-
sule. No summer event is
complete without a picnic.
Besides food there will be
music and raffle drawings.

For Zimmer, the event and
the renovation allow the
church to further the mis-
sion of St. Anthony’s min-
istry. He said, “It tells the
community that God is not
dead, God is alive. The
church is alive, we are living
proof of that.” 

He hopes people will see the
church as a beautiful facility
and a home for all. The
theme of the dedication is
meant as a welcome mat for
anyone and everyone. Zim-
mer said, “We want people to
see us as inclusive and a wel-
coming faith community.
When they come here they
will see more than buildings,
but also a church and people
of God.” 

Email: kpilarski@conleynet.com

‘A dynamic, vibrant, 
growing faith community’
St. Anthony on the Lake to dedicate new spaces
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Charles “Chuck” Grosz is the
new executive director of the
Wisconsin Philharmonic. He
is excited to be a part of the
Waukesha community.

Frequent storms cause flood 
of contractors in Mukwonago

By Matt Masterson
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — After
securing federal funding for
additional bike lanes in
Waukesha, city staff says the
plan is to increase the num-
ber of parking spots avail-
able so bikers can travel to
“destination” locations with-
out having to drive there.

Waukesha Traffic Engi-
neer Mike Grulke gave a pre-
sentation to the Board of
Public Works earlier this
month on a project that will
install additional 5-foot-wide
bike lanes on South Grand
Avenue up to West College
Avenue to complete a stretch
of bike lanes from Rivera
Drive to Wisconsin Avenue.

Public Works Director
Fred Abadi said one of the
reasons Grand Avenue was
selected is because it serves
as a connector between
downtown and Carroll Uni-
versity.

“One reason that we select-

ed Grand Avenue is really
Carroll University,” Abadi
said during the meeting. “A
long time ago I had a meeting
with the university and they
are really trying to push
their students to use bikes.
They are limiting who can
actually bring cars to school
and so forth.”

During a brief Common
Council meeting Thursday
evening, Abadi updated city
aldermen about the presen-
tation as part of his Board of
Public Works report.

The city filed an applica-
tion in 2013 to the Depart-
ment of Transportation for
Congestion Mitigation & Air
Quality funding from the fed-
eral government to install
the bike lanes.

With the recent completion
of the street reconstruction
projects on North Grand
Avenue, bike lanes have
already been installed from
West College to Wisconsin
Avenue, according to city
documents.

The project is expected to
cost $355,522, which will be
split 80-20 between the feder-
al government and the city,
respectively. That total
encompasses engineering as
well as DOT administration
and construction manage-
ment fees.

In total, the city would be
on the hook for $70,104 and
Grulke said the project is
expected to be constructed in
the fall of 2018.

Abadi said Carroll stu-
dents do much of their shop-
ping at Walmart and Target,
and frequently eat down-
town. The city is planning to
increase the number of bike
racks to allow for parking
around the city, and some
stores may follow suit.

“If this is successful,”
Abadi said, “I think we will
see more bike racks at these
bigger stores around the
city.”
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Grand Avenue bike lanes
could spur cyclist traffic 

to downtown, bigger stores

Waukesha School District’s CFO to step down
WAUKESHA — The

Waukesha School District’s
top business manager will
step down at the end of the
month.

Lauri Clifton, chief finan-
cial officer/assistant super-
intendent for business ser-
vices, has been with the dis-

trict since 2009.
Superintendent Todd

Gray said Clifton plans to
retire and her resignation  is
effective at the end of the
month. 

Gray said the search for a
new CFO is underway and
the district has already

received some “promising”
applications. Until Clifton’s
replacement is selected,
Gray said, he can fill in the
gaps because of his previous
school business manage-
ment experience. Before
coming to Waukesha, Gray
was deputy superintendent
for business services in the
Oshkosh School District.

The CFO is responsible for

developing the district’s
longterm budget and facili-
ties maintenance projec-
tions, overseeing the devel-
opment of the district’s
annual budget, and advising
the superintendent and
School Board on issues
related to business and
finance.

During Clifton’s tenure,
the district has implement-

ed its one-to-one iPad initia-
tive, begun its participation
in a shared employee health
and wellness center, expand-
ed its 4-year-old kinder-
garten programs and
switched to self-funded
health insurance. 

At a special meeting
Thursday, the School Board
approved Clifton’s resigna-
tion as trustee of the dis-

trict’s post-employment ben-
efits trust. The board
approved Gray to serve in
her place as trustee, effec-
tive the same day.

Ordinarily, the district’s
business manager would
hold that position, but Gray
will fill it in the interim.

— Lauren Anderson, 
Freeman Staff

Clifton plans to retire

Three county high schools among 
top in nation on Newsweek list


